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DiverseK workshop 

OCTOBER 3-4, 2024, INNSBRUCK  

 

Workshop Data-Driven Decisions - enhancing mountain ecosystem management 

through the integration of long-term data 

 
WHEN: 3-4 OCTOBER 2024 

WHERE: Alpine Research Centre Obergurgl, Austria 

 

The workshop aims to enhance mountain ecosystem management by integrating long-term data on 

vegetation, climate and land use, involving scientists, stakeholders, and policymakers. It aims at evaluating 

adaptive policy impacts and drafts a Policy Brief on climate adaptation and mitigation for mountain 

ecosystems based on long-term data. 

 

Welcome to Innsbruck and Obergurgl! 
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Workshop Data-Driven Decisions - enhancing mountain ecosystem management 

through the integration of long-term data 

 

THURSDAY 3RD OCTOBER 2024 (All times are given in Central European Time (CET), which corresponds to local time in Innsbruck) 

 

7:45                 Departure from Innsbruck to Obergurgl (meeting point see below; we meet at 7:30) 

9:15                 Arrival at the Alpine Research Centre Obergurgl, registration and coffee/tea 

10:00-10:15   Welcome and introduction – Laurent Marquer 

10:15-10:30   Charuta Kulkarni – Introduction to DiverseK: A long-term ecological perspective and its 

integration with local knowledge is a requisite for sustainable regeneration of ecosystems and biodiversity 

10:30-11:30   Mountain ecosystems in focus: current status and trends 

• Nikolaus Schallhart – Alpine Research Centre Obergurgl: Long-term monitoring and research tradition 

• Christian Rixen – Cool plants in a warm world 

• Anton Heufelder – Work of the protected area management in the Nature Park Karwendel 

• Jonas Sommer – Grasslands4Biodiversity (G4B): Supporting the protection of biodiversity-rich 

grasslands through management practices in the Central Alps 

11:30-12:15   Policy brief discussion 1: Break-out session 

12:15-14:00   Zirbenwald journey (see information below): Walk and lunch 

14:00-15:15   Mountain ecosystems through time: Past dynamics and long-term trends 

• Suzette Flantua – Mountain ecosystems through time: Analyzing vegetation dynamics and 

communication strategies with outreach visualizations 

• Glory Oden – Mountain Fynbos resilience and ecological stability through the lens of Paleoecology: A 

multi-proxy approach 

• Péter Szabó – Long-term management history in the Sudeten mountains: integrating palaeoecology 

and history to inform nature conservation 

• Deke Xu – Fast response of vegetation in the mountain region of Northeast Asia to abrupt climatic 

events during the last deglaciation 

• Ewa Zin – Flammable or not? – how tree-ring data can foster understanding of the role of fire in the 

long-term forest dynamics of temperate Europe, an example from a model ecosystem 

15:15-16:00   Policy brief discussion 2: Break-out session with coffee and tea 

16:00-17:00   Mountain ecosystems in focus: current status and trends 

• Kanaat Musuraliev – Implementing state policies on forest ecosystems in the Kyrgyz Republic 

• Charalambos Neophytou – Enhancing climate resilience of mountainous forests: the contribution of 

forest genetic research 

• Klaus Viertler – Transition to climate-adapted mountain forests - Tools for the guidance of small-scale 

forest owners ONLINE 

• James Thornton – GEO Mountains: An Introduction ONLINE 

17:00-17:15   Stretch break 

17:15-18:20   Mountain ecosystems through time: Past dynamics and long-term trends 

• Tabitha K. Kabora – Sustainable African mountain futures: Lessons from the past ONLINE 
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• Nick Bennett Schafstall – A 1000-year record of disturbance history and Coleoptera diversity from the 

High Tatra Mountains, Slovakia 

• Jing Wu – Vegetation changes in the northernmost mountain regions of China in the Holocene FLASH 

TALK 

• Andrea Seim – Tree rings and environment FLASH TALK 

18:30-19:30    Icebreaker activity 

19:30               Dinner 

 

 

FRIDAY 4th OCTOBER 2024 

 
7:30                Start the day: Breakfast 
8:30-8:40       Summary of Thursday and expectations for Friday – Laurent Marquer 

8:40-10:00     Mountain ecosystems in focus: current status and trends 

• Walter Zörer – The IFMGA - Living and working in and with the mountains 

• Wolfgang Reider – Tirol 2050 energieautonom 

• Daniela Berta – The International Mountain Museums Alliance 

• Dale Forbes – Why is a company investing in biodiversity conservation? 

• Lotta Schultz – Mountains of data: a global open-access inventory of alpine biodiversity FLASH TALK 

• Bikem Ekberzade – Latitude or altitude will save us: on the role of mountains as potential eco-refugia 

under a changing climate ONLINE FLASH TALK 

10:00-10:15   Coffee break 

10:15-11:10   Mountain ecosystems through time: Past dynamics and long-term trends 

• Manzoor Ahmad Shah – Integrated and long-term studies provide useful insights into changing 

mountain ecology: Lessons from Himalaya ONLINE 

• Ramya Bala Prabhakaran – Protecting the alpine in the tropical: challenges in montane grassland 

management in the Nilgiris plateau ONLINE FLASH TALK 

• Çılga Sanem Koç – The last discovered plant fossil basin in Anatolia, Bursa-Orhaneli: Paleobotanical 

results for the Miocene Vegetation and Paleoenvironment ONLINE FLASH TALK  

• Hasan Arslan – Paleoecology of Anatolian Alpine Lakes ONLINE FLASH TALK 

• Esra Ergin Erdogmus – Holocene Vegetation Reconstruction in SW Turkey using REVEALS Model FLASH 

TALK 

11:10-12:00   Policy brief discussion 3: Break-out session 

12:00-13:00   Lunch 

13:00-14:00   Mountain ecosystems in focus: current status and trends 

• George Zagareli – Doctrines of permaturism ONLINE FLASH TALK 

• Niketa Dayma – Harnessing extensive data analysis for sustainable management of water resources in 

Indian Himalayas: A Strategy towards enhancing resilience in the ecological matrix ONLINE FLASH TALK 

• Gaurav Kumar – Integrating geochemical data to assess environmental sustainability in the Shillong 

Plateau: A data-driven approach ONLINE FLASH TALK 
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• Chiara Molinari – Multidisciplinary approach for reconstructing past local land-use practices: case 

studies from Ligurian Apennines, north-western Italy ONLINE FLASH TALK 

• Manzoor Ahmad Dar – Deciphering the dietary preferences of rare ungulates through phytoliths: a 

promising novel approach ONLINE FLASH TALK 

• Saddam Saqib – Harnessing spatial phylogenetics to inform data-driven management of Himalayan 

biodiversity and ecosystems ONLINE FLASH TALK 

14:00-14:45   Policy brief discussion 4: Break-out session 

14:45-16:15   Policy brief discussion 5: Group presentation 

16:15-16:30   Wrap-up – Laurent Marquer 

16:30               Group photo 

17:00               Departure from the Alpine Research Centre Obergurgl to Innsbruck 
18:30               Arrival in Innsbruck (same location as the meeting point) 
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Presentation guidelines 

 

TALK: Presentation of 10 minutes and 5 minutes of question 

FLASH TALK: Presentation of 5 minutes and 3 minutes of question 

 

Onsite participants 

o You can upload your presentations on Thursday between 9:15 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

o Alternatively, you can upload them on Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., if you present 

on Friday 

Online participants 

o You will be able to share your PowerPoint presentation directly online at the start of 

your talk. Please ensure you are prepared in advance to avoid any delays. 

 

Meeting point in Innsbruck 

 

All onsite participants will meet at Markthalle (Herzog-Siegmund-Ufer 1-3, 6020 Innsbruck) at 7:30 a.m. 

on Thursday, October 3rd 2024; parking place behind the Markthalle. The exact location is shown on 

the map below. The departure for Obergurgl will be at 7:45 a.m. sharp. We will depart for Obergurgl 

by minibus. 
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Important Information for Onsite Participants 

 
Check-In and Registration 

o At arrival in Obergurgl, please check in for your accommodation and register for the 

workshop at the Alpine Research Centre Obergurgl on Thursday from 9:15 a.m. to 9:50 

a.m. 

 

A Check-Out 

o Check-out from your accommodation in Obergurgl is required by 10:00 a.m. on Friday. 

You may leave your luggage in a storage room if needed. 

 

Wi-Fi Access 

o Wi-Fi will be available throughout the facility. 

 

Packing Recommendations 

o Please remember to bring warm, waterproof clothing and comfortable shoes suitable 

for walking. While we hope for pleasant weather, it's best to be prepared! 😊  

 

 
                                               Alpine Research Centre Obergurgl 

 

Zirbenwald journey 
 
The Zirbenwald is a forest of Swiss stone pines (Pinus cembra) featuring trees that can live for up to 
300 years. This forest covers approximately 20 hectares, and it is situated at altitudes between 1,950 
m and 2,100 m. The Swiss stone pine is characterized by its needles, which grow in bundles of five, and 
is native to the European Alps and the Carpathian Mountains of Central Europe. 
 
We plan to take a walk and enjoy a picnic in this beautiful setting. 
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                   Zirbenwald 

 

    
          Swiss stone pines (Pinus cembra)                        Picnic area 
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Participants 
 

Bulent Acma 

Anadolu University, Turkey 

Email: bacma@anadolu.edu.tr  

 

Hasan Arslan 

Middle East Technical University Marine Science Institute, Turkey 

Email: hasanarslan318@gmail.com  

I am focusing on aquatic ecology and paleoecology and studying climate change effects on trophic structures 

and paleoecological dynamics in both mountain lakes in Turkey and the Antarctic ecosystem. My research 

includes field and laboratory work, such as sediment core sampling, water chemistry analysis, and 

paleoenvironmental reconstruction. 

 

Daniela Piraquive Bermudez 

Max-Planck Institute for Biogeochemistry, Jena, Germany 

Email: danielapiraquivebermudez@gmail.com  

 

Daniela Berta 

Museo Nazionale della Montagna, Italy 

Email: daniela.berta@museomontagna.org  

I am the director of the Museo Nazionale della Montagna in Turin (Italy), founded in 1874, and coordinator of 

the IMMA – International Mountain Museums Alliance since 2018. During my professional career, I developed 

skills in the management of museums, the curatorship of exhibitions, and editorial and research projects. 

 

Fernanda Charqueño 

CENAC-PNNH, Argentina 

Email: feri2000c@hotmail.com  

I focus on understanding the interaction between environment, climate and aquatic communities. I use 

bioproxies such as chironomids and testate amoebae but also ostracods and cladocerans, especially during the 

last millennia and modern communities. 

 

Qiaoyu Cui  

Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), China 

Email: qiaoyu.cui@igsnrr.ac.cn  

 

Manzoor Ahmad Dar 

University of Kashmir, India 

Email: manzoorbotany786@gmail.com  

I am interested in behavioural ecology, conservation, and invasion biology, with my current research focusing 

on dietary signatures to understand the diet of the critically endangered Kashmir Stag (Hangul) in Dachigam 

National Park. Additionally, I study how plant invasions affect the foraging behaviour of Hangul, building on past 

research about the impact of invasive Iberian knapweed on native plant diversity. 

mailto:bacma@anadolu.edu.tr
mailto:hasanarslan318@gmail.com
mailto:danielapiraquivebermudez@gmail.com
mailto:daniela.berta@museomontagna.org
mailto:feri2000c@hotmail.com
mailto:qiaoyu.cui@igsnrr.ac.cn
mailto:manzoorbotany786@gmail.com
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Odnoo Odonchimeg Davaasuren 

Mongolian Land Management Association, Mongolia 

Email: odonchimeg364@gmail.com  

 

Niketa Dayma 

Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Bhopal, India 

Email: niketa23@iiserb.ac.in  

My research specializes in analyzing deformation zone within tectonically active regions through the application 

of GIS, remote sensing, and hands-on fieldwork. Focused on structural geology and its interplay with natural 

hazards, I aim to deepen the understanding of geological processes and their implications for hazard assessment 

and mitigation. 

 

Bikem Ekberzade 

Istanbul Technical University, Turkey 

Email: bikemwork@gmail.com  

I specialize in terrestrial ecosystems and dynamic vegetation modelling and am interested in disturbance ecology 

and in fragile ecosystems that are under human pressure. Currently, I am studying the effects of climate change 

on the severity and frequency of wildfires, e.g. by monitoring a 4 ha post-wildfire Pinus halepensis site, which is 

one of the two relict forests where the species can establish pure forests. 

 

Esra Ergin Erdogmus 

Eurasia Institute of Earth Sciences, ITU and Nature Conservation Centre Foundation, Turkey 

Email: esraerginn@gmail.com  

I am a biologist specializing in botanical research, environmental conservation, and education, with a focus on 

past vegetation modeling. I've worked with various NGOs and governmental organizations on species action 

plans, nature education programs, and climate change research, and I currently serve as the Istanbul coordinator 

for the Forest Ecosystem Services for Societal Adaptation project at the Nature Research Center. 

 

Suzette Flantua 

University of Bergen, Norway 

Email: suzette.flantua@uib.no  

I focus on biogeography, paleoecology, and spatial analyses. My expertise spans global vegetation dynamics 

from the Last Glacial Maximum to the present, and a special interest in the Andes and high-elevation ecosystems. 

I lead the "Past, Present, and Future of Alpine Biomes Worldwide" project, investigating mountain ecosystems' 

long-term and short-term responses to climate change. My work aims to bridge scientific research with practical 

applications, aiming to enhance understanding and decision-making in mountain ecosystem management. 

 

Dale Forbes 

Swarovski Optik, Austria 

Email: dale.forbes@swarovskioptik.com  

I am the Head of Strategic Business Development at Swarovski Optik, the world's leading manufacturer of 

premium sports optics. My background in conservation biology and passion for wildlife has prepared me well to 

lead the company’s conservation efforts, including purchasing and managing the Swarovski Optik Rainforest in 

mailto:odonchimeg364@gmail.com
mailto:niketa23@iiserb.ac.in
mailto:bikemwork@gmail.com
mailto:esraerginn@gmail.com
mailto:suzette.flantua@uib.no
mailto:dale.forbes@swarovskioptik.com
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southwestern Costa Rica. I am currently completing “Habitats of the Europe: A Field Guide for Birders, 

Naturalists, and Ecologists” and I am a member of BirdLife International’s Advisory Board. 

 

Narayan Prasad Gaire 

Environmental Science at Patan Multiple Campus, Tribhuvan University, Nepal 

Email: npgaire2007@gmail.com  

My research expertise includes forest ecology, treeline shifts, vegetation dynamics, dendroclimatology, climate 

reconstructions, and studying the impacts of climate change in the Himalayas and beyond. I have served as a PI, 

co-PI, and team member on various research projects, and I am an active member of professional societies like 

the Nepal Environment Society, Tree-ring Society of Nepal, and the Asian Dendrochronological Association. 

 

Aster Gebrekirstos 

Center for International Forestry Research and World Agroforestry (CIFOR-ICRAF), Nairobi, Kenya 

Email: a.gebrekirstos@cifor-icraf.org  

 

Anton Heufelder 

Naturpark Karwendel, Austria 

Email: anton.heufelder@karwendel.org  

I am a geographer who first worked at the Alpine Research Institute in Garmisch-Partenkirchen and then spent 

3 years at the Zillertal Alps High Mountain Nature Park. Since 2009, I have been responsible for developing and 

organizing the entire environmental education program and nature excursions as deputy director. In April 2023, 

I took over as director from my long-time colleague Hermann Sonntag. 

 

Nadimikeri Jayaraju 

Yogi Vemana University, Kapada, India 

Email: nadimikeri@gmail.com  

 

Tabitha K. Kabora 

Department of Environment and Geography, University of York, United Kingdom 

Email: tabitha.kabora@york.ac.uk  

I am an environmental modeller with a background in environmental sciences and archaeology. My 

interdisciplinary research explores human and environment interactions within the Holocene and Anthropocene 

with a focus on biodiversity, sustainability and large-scale landscape modifications. I used computer simulations 

and archaeological evidence to understand the impacts of historical land-use change on terrestrial biodiversity 

in Africa and on the effects of historical sea level rise on coastal dynamics. 

 

Çılga Sanem Koç 

Ege University, Turkey 

Email: cilgasanemkoc@gmail.com  

I focus on leaf fossils and systematics to reconstruct Miocene environments of Western Anatolia. My research 

is also concerned with the study of palaeoclimatology based on palynological and palaeobotanical samples, e.g. 

from different palaeobotanical collections in Turkey, Greece, The Netherlands, and Sweden. My fieldwork 

includes the search for fossils around almost all Miocene-aged mining areas in Türkiye. 

mailto:npgaire2007@gmail.com
mailto:a.gebrekirstos@cifor-icraf.org
mailto:anton.heufelder@karwendel.org
mailto:nadimikeri@gmail.com
mailto:tabitha.kabora@york.ac.uk
mailto:cilgasanemkoc@gmail.com
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Matilde Körbächer  

Department of Botany, University of Innsbruck, Austria 

Email: Matilde.Koerbaecher@uibk.ac.at      

 

Charuta Kulkarni 

School of Sustainability Indian Institute of Technology Madras, India 

Email: ckulkarni@gradcenter.cuny.edu  

I am an earth scientist and educator with expertise in Geology, Archaeology, and Paleoecology, focusing on long-

term social-ecological systems and translating science into inclusive management solutions. My work includes 

leading projects like the EU Marie Curie Fellowship on fire and ecological management in Indian agroforestry 

and ongoing research on fires in Central Indian forests, while also facilitating sustainability initiatives at IIT 

Madras and co-steering the PAGES DiverseK Working Group. 

 

Nithin Kumar 

The University of Trans-disciplinary Health Sciences & Technology/ National Institute of Advanced Studies, India 

Email: nithinkumar@nias.res.in  

 

Gaurav Kumar  

Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Bhopal, India 

Email: gauravkmr18@iiserb.ac.in    

I am a research scholar specializing in igneous geochemistry, with a focus on understanding the complex 

relationships between geological processes and environmental sustainability in mountain ecosystems, 

particularly in the Shillong Plateau. By combining long-term geochemical data with spatial analysis, I aim to 

provide insights into soil fertility, water quality, and ecosystem health, ultimately bridging the gap between 

geological research and environmental policy for sustainable resource management. 

 

Rob Marchant 

Department of Environment and Geography, University of York, United Kingdom 

Email: robert.marchant@york.ac.uk  

My research and teaching focus on understanding how ecosystems change, using paleoecology, vegetation 

modeling, and archaeological data to explore the role of past events in shaping tropical ecosystems today. My 

work includes producing a 50,000-year record of forest history from Uganda's Bwindi-Impenetrable Forest and 

developing a pollen database for Ireland, with experience spanning tropical and Latin American ecosystems 

through various international research projects. My main research area remains in tropical environments, and I 

am currently working on projects in Cameroon, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania, 

Thailand and Uganda.  

 

Laurent Marquer 

Department of Botany, University of Innsbruck, Austria 

Email: Laurent.Marquer@uibk.ac.at  

I study vegetation and plant diversity in response to changing environments, using biological proxies such as 

pollen, alongside pollen-based modeling schemes. My research focuses on quantifying the interactions between 

climate, vegetation, and land use over time, from the present day back to the Quaternary period. I specialize in 

mailto:Matilde.Koerbaecher@uibk.ac.at
mailto:ckulkarni@gradcenter.cuny.edu
mailto:nithinkumar@nias.res.in
mailto:gauravkmr18@iiserb.ac.in
mailto:robert.marchant@york.ac.uk
mailto:Laurent.Marquer@uibk.ac.at
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integrating pollen-based vegetation data with climate models, dynamic vegetation modeling, archaeological 

insights, and land use scenarios. I am a researcher at the University of Innsbruck and head of the pollen 

monitoring service for the Tyrol region. 

 

Florence Mazier 

CNRS_GEODE UMR 5602, Université de Toulouse Jean-Jaurès, France 

Email: florence.mazier@univ-tlse2.fr  

 

Ji Ming 

Yuxi Normal University, China 

Email: jiming06@mails.ucas.ac.cn  

 

Chiara Molinari  

University of Genoa, Italy 

Email: chiara.molinari@edu.unige.it  

I'm a researcher in palynology and palaeoecology, presently working at Genoa University (Italy) with a project 

focused on "Palynology as a tool to reconstruct past environmental management practices in European 

mountains", within the ERC2019 Starting Grant "ANTIGONE-Archaeology of sharing practices: the material 

evidence of mountain marginalisation in Europe". During my previous work at Lund University (Sweden), I 

specialized in the study of main causes/consequences of past biomass burning activity on global/regional 

vegetation dynamics, climate variations and anthropogenic activities. 

 

Kanaat Musuraliev 

Projects Implementation Department of the Forestry Service, Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic 

Email: kanaat.musuraliev@gmail.com 

As a researcher and Director of the Projects Implementation Department of the Forestry Service in Kyrgyzstan, 

I am interested in climate impacts and biodiversity conservation. 

 

Charalambos Neophytou 

Forest Research Institute of Baden-Württemberg (FVA-BW), Germany 

Email: charalambos.neophytou@forst.bwl.de  

I am a senior researcher at the Forest Research Institute of Baden-Württemberg, Germany, where I lead the 

Forest Genetics and Forest Reproductive Material working group. My research focuses on assessing genetic 

diversity in forest tree species and identifying seed sources for climate-resilient forests, and I also teach as a 

lecturer at BOKU University in Vienna, Austria. 

 

Glory Oden 

University of Cape Town, South Africa 

Email: odnglo001@myuct.ac.za  

I am specializing in Applied Palaeoecology and  investigating the role of land use, fire, herbivory and climate in 

driving long-term change in the Fynbos Forest Ecotone of Western Cape, South Africa. Prior to my PhD, I lectured 

in the Department of Plant and Ecological Studies, University of Calabar-Nigeria, teaching botany and 

conservation courses and mentoring students. As a lover of the environment and advocate for its protection, I 

mailto:florence.mazier@univ-tlse2.fr
mailto:jiming06@mails.ucas.ac.cn
mailto:chiara.molinari@edu.unige.it
mailto:kanaat.musuraliev@gmail.com
mailto:charalambos.neophytou@forst.bwl.de
mailto:odnglo001@myuct.ac.za
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actively volunteer with environment-focused non-profits in Nigeria. My ultimate career goal is to use targeted 

advocacy and multi-sectoral approaches, backed by academic research, in influencing policy and changing 

individual unhealthy environmental choices and behaviour, to ensure environmental sustainability. 

 

Maëlis Olivier 

CNRS_GEODE UMR 5602, Université de Toulouse Jean-Jaurès, France 

Email: Maelis.olivier@univ-tls2.fr 

 

Jia Peng 

China University of Geosciences, China, and Netherlands Institute of Ecology (NIOO-KNAW), The Netherlands 

Email: J.Peng@nioo.knaw.nl  

I use multiple sedimentary proxies and a variety of statistical methods to explore spatiotemporal patterns of 

responses of mountain lake ecosystems to climate change and atmospheric deposition in monsoonal region of 

eastern China. 

 

Ramya Bala Prabhakaran 

National Institute of Advanced Studies, India 

Email: pramyabala@nias.res.in  

I work on 'Human-Biosphere-Climate interactions', currently in protected dry tropical forests in southern India. 

I reconstruct Holocene paleoenvironments using biomarkers, stable isotopes, pollen, phytolith & charcoal in 

wetlands. In the past, I have worked on the land-use evolution of an archaeological site using sediments from a 

culturally-modified hill-top rock pool in the Hampi UNESCO Heritage Area, Karnataka and on multi-disciplinary 

characterization of cryoconites in Pyrenean glaciers of France, understanding the geochemical cycling of 

inorganic pollutants and discovering microbial diversity in these extreme micro-ecosystems. 

 

Estelle Razanatsoa 

University of Cape Town, South Africa 

Email: estelle.razanatsoa@gmail.com  

I am a palaeoecologist working in the islands in the Indian Ocean and Southern Africa.  

 

Solenn Regnard 

Department of Botany, University of Innsbruck, Austria 

Email:  

 

Wolfgang Reider 

Energieagentur Tirol, Austria 

Email: wolfgang.reider@energieagentur.tirol  

After an apprenticeship as a production technician many years ago and a wide range of professional experience 

in the fields of technology, e-mobility and event management, I followed my long-standing passion for 

renewable energies and climate protection. I now work as a project manager for Tirol 2050 energieautonom and 

contribute my strengths as an empathetic, communicative team player with a passion for innovative technology, 

autonomous vehicles, (e)bikes and the expansion of renewable energies. 

 

mailto:J.Peng@nioo.knaw.nl
mailto:pramyabala@nias.res.in
mailto:estelle.razanatsoa@gmail.com
mailto:wolfgang.reider@energieagentur.tirol


 

 

14 

 

Christian Rixen 

WSL Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research SLF, Switzerland 

Email: rixen@slf.ch  

I am an alpine plant ecologist and have worked for more than 20 years in mountain biodiversity research in 

Switzerland and globally. Expanding from local to global, I am collaborating in several globally coordinated 

studies. To convey scientific knowledge to the general public and stakeholders, I have contributed to the IPBES 

report for Europe and Central Asia and the IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing 

Climate. I serve on numerous committees including the Mountain Research Initiative MRI. In a citizen science 

Flora project, I am also coordinating 100+ volunteers.  

 

Saddam Saqib 

College of Ecology, Lanzhou University, China 

Email: saddamsaqib.qau@gmail.com  

I am interested in developing a career that combines teaching and research while maintaining his interest in 

“Spatial Phylogenetic of the Vascular Plant Flora” with advanced techniques. In addition, I am  currently working 

on project entitled “Flora of Pan Himalaya”, and I am seeking to contribute to projects focused on mountainous 

biodiversity and ecological restoration. 

 

Nick Bennett Schafstall 

Nature Research Centre, Vilnius, Lithuania 

Email: nick.schafstall@gmail.com  

I specialize in Quaternary entomology and have developed expertise in studying long-term biodiversity, 

particularly in Central European mountain forests. My research includes integrating simulations of pinewood 

nematode expansion within forest models and using fossil beetle records from the Baltic states to enhance 

Holocene temperature reconstructions. 

 

Nikolaus Schallhart 

Alpine Research Centre Obergurgl, University of Innsbruck, Austria 

Email: klaus.schallhart@uibk.ac.at  

I am a biologist and since 2013 the scientific coordinator of the Alpine Research Centre Obergurgl. Additionally, 

since 2022 I manage the LTSER Tyrolean Alps, focusing on coordinating research initiatives in alpine ecosystems. 

 

Lotta Schultz 

University of Bergen, Norway 

Email: lotta.schultz@uib.no  

I am working on the Past, Present, and Future of Alpine Biomes Worldwide project, led by Dr. Suzette Flantua. 

My research focuses on synthesizing alpine biodiversity patterns in mountain ranges worldwide and 

investigating the drivers and processes shaping them.   

 
Andrea Seim 
Chair of Forest History, University of Freiburg, Germany 
Email: andrea.seim@wwd.uni-freiburg.de  
I am a physical geographer and specialized in dendrochronology. This involves dating trees used for timber 
structures and artwork to the exact calendar year and extracting past environmental information such as climate 

mailto:rixen@slf.ch
mailto:saddamsaqib.qau@gmail.com
mailto:nick.schafstall@gmail.com
mailto:klaus.schallhart@uibk.ac.at
mailto:lotta.schultz@uib.no
mailto:andrea.seim@wwd.uni-freiburg.de
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extremes, forest management or insect outbreaks from tree rings. I have studied tree growth in the Tien Shan 
Mountains in Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, in Tyrol (Austria) and southern Germany. 
  
Manzoor Ahmad Shah 
Department of Botany, University of Kashmir, India 
Email: mashah@uok.edu.in  
My expertise ranges from mountain ecology, Himalayan biodiversity, and biological invasions. I have led 18 
national and international research projects, gaining insights into the behavior of invasive species in different 
environments, and have published extensively on these topics, contributing to global efforts in understanding 
plant invasions in mountain ecosystems. 
 
Michal Slowinski 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland 
Email: michal@geopan.torun.pl  
 
Jonas Sommer 
Eurac Research, Italy 
Email: Jonas.Sommer@eurac.edu  
I am an ecologist and nature conservationist specializing in land use issues, with experience in ecological field 
research, project management, and stakeholder engagement. My work spans diverse regions, including the 
Global South and various mountain areas, where I combine practical conservation skills with research to address 
ecological challenges. 
 
Péter Szabó 
Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of Sciences, Czech Republic 
Email: peter.szabo@ibot.cas.cz  
Originally trained as a historian, I work as senior researcher at the Institute of Botany of the Czech Academy of 
Sciences. My work mainly focuses on the historical interactions between human societies and forests in Central 
Europe. In 2012-2016 I led the ERC project LONGWOOD and in 2017-2019 as served as the President of the 
European Society for Environmental History. 
 
James Thornton 
Mountain Research Initiative, Switzerland 
Email: james.thornton@unibe.ch  
I hold a PhD in hydrogeology from the University of Neuchâtel, Switzerland, and currently serve as the 
coordinator of GEO Mountains. 
 
Klaus Viertler 
Landwirtschaftskammer Tirol, Austria 
Email: klaus.viertler@lk-tirol.at  
I am Forest Engineer and  work at the Landwirtschaftskammer Tirol (Chamber of Agriculture Tyrol) as an expert 
in forest management, forest certification, and timber trade, advocating for the interests of forest owners. 
 
Oliver Wilson 
Department of Environment and Geography, University of York, United Kingdom 
Email: oliver.wilson@york.ac.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:mashah@uok.edu.in
mailto:michal@geopan.torun.pl
mailto:Jonas.Sommer@eurac.edu
mailto:peter.szabo@ibot.cas.cz
mailto:james.thornton@unibe.ch
mailto:klaus.viertler@lk-tirol.at
mailto:oliver.wilson@york.ac.uk
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Jing Wu 
Institute of Geology and Geophysics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China 
Email: wujing@mail.iggcas.ac.cn  
 
Deke Xu 

Institute of Geology and Geophysics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China 

Email: ccxudeke@mail.iggcas.ac.cn  

I am a researcher specializing in palynology, paleoecology, and vegetation succession at the Institute of Geology 

and Geophysics, Chinese Academy of Sciences. I am also a member of the Micropaleontology and 

Paleoenvironment Working Group of the Geographical Society of China and the PAGES DiverseK Working Group. 

 

George Zagareli 

Skiclub GE, Georgia 

Email: giozagare@gmail.com  

I am involved with the "Skiclub GE Mountain Club," which focuses on organizing and promoting mountain 

activities such as ski and snowshoe tours, creating hiking routes, and developing ecotourism products. We also 

host seminars, workshops, and conferences, while encouraging volunteer engagement and internships for youth 

interested in mountain sports and conservation. 

 

Ewa Zin 

(1) Forest Research Institute (IBL), Department of Natural Forests, Białowieża, Poland; (2) Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences (SLU), Southern Swedish Forest Research Centre, Alnarp, Sweden 

Email: E.Zin@ibles.waw.pl  

I specialize in fire ecology and landscape history, with experience in studying fire history and tree population 

dynamics, particularly in the Białowieża Forest. I have worked with prescribed burns across Sweden, the U.S., 

Spain, and Poland, and currently explore long-term ecosystem dynamics using a multi-proxy approach while also 

working as a field guide in the Białowieża Forest. 

 

Walter Zörer 

International Federation of Mountain Guides Associations (IFMGA), Austria 

Email: walter.zoerer@mc2alpin.at  

I am an IFMGA certified mountain guide and ski instructor, with expertise in avalanche safety and alpine rescue, 

serving as an expert witness for avalanche and ski accident cases. Additionally, I hold leadership roles as the 

President of the Austrian Mountain Guides Association and the Expedition and Trekking Committee of the 

IFMGA, while also being an active board member of the IFMGA. 
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Organizers 

 

• Laurent Marquer, University of Innsbruck, Austria 

• Andrea Seim, University of Freiburg, Germany 

• Charuta Kulkarni, Indian Institute of Technology, India 

• Qiaoyu Cui, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), China 

• Estelle Razanatsoa, University of Cape Town, South Africa 

• Michal Slowinski, Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland 

 

 

 

 

The DiverseK working group is a network of environmental and social scientists working to develop 
recommendations for the most pressing environmental and social justice issues. 

This group is open to anyone interested, and early-career researchers are encouraged to be involved: 
https://pastglobalchanges.org/science/wg/diversek/intro.  

 

 

https://pastglobalchanges.org/science/wg/diversek/intro

